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The MINOLTA -A*

. A precision, professional quality 35 mm camera in every respect, ruggedly
built to withstand years of hard usage. It is housed in a lightweight, precision-
discast, aluminum alloy body. Designed For Fast sequence shooting, the singls
thumb-stroke Film advance lever cocks the shutter in the same operation and
prevents double exposures. A kaurled, index-finger-actuated cam and helical
focusing threads provide smooth, Fast-action focusing. The coupled, superimposed-
image rangefindsr provides a brilliant, square-shapad, pink colored image in the
center of the viewfinder. This provides Focusing and composing For the picture
in the same operation.

The Fast, Reokkor F 3.5-45 mm four-element lens has glass-air surfaces hard-
coated and is equipped with a click-stop diaphragm. Disphragm-stop numbers
are equslly spaced on the dial making proportional stops easy to select.

The smocth acting Optiper MX shutter provides Fast acting vibrationless
operation at speeds from | to |/300 second and bulb. It is synchronized for both
Flash bulbs and strobe-light and has a standard type connection so that any Flash
gun may be used, An accessory shoe on top of the camera takes all slide-in types
of accessories.

It makes 3& standard size pictures from the standard 35 mm Film cartridge.
The hinged back provides easy loading and an automatic Film counter shows the
number of frames exposed.
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Shutter Reloase Button.

Film Advarce and Shutter-Cock Levar.
Shutter Speed Dial.

Accetzory Shos.

Dhistance Scale.

Rewind Knob.

Back Locking Tab,

H.

B

Flash Synchronizer Connection.

Click-stop Diaphragm Setting Ring. (Dia-

phragm Stop Scales on top of lens barrel ).
Focusing: Lever.

Depth-of-Field Scale.

Synchro Selectar,

Film Counter Dial and Knurled Setting
Serew.
Rewind (Sprocket) Delease Button.

Tripod Mount.
Meck Strap Attachment.

= Canpn

Film Cartridge Chambear.
Hewind Shaft,
Rangefindar-Viewfindar Window.,
Film Winding Sprocket.

Film Winding Spool.

Precsure plate.



HOW TO USE

Te Lead Film

I. Full cut the Back Lecking Tab (&), open
the camera back.

2. Pull the Rewind Knchk (F) cut as far as it
will go and place a Film cartridge in the Chamber
(). MNote that the spocl on cne end of the
cartridge protrudes much turther than on the
other end. This protruding end must be pointing
towards the bottom plate of the camera.

3. lnsert the end of the Film into the groove
of the Film Winding Speal (U). It is necessary

-

Film urtriduu_[I:t] Film winding spool
I
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THE MINOLTA A

to insure that the Film §s caught between the
inner and outer Flanges of the Film Winding
Spool, as illustrated.

4. Tum the Winding Spocl by means of the
knurled edge to take up the slack on the Film.
Move the Film Advance Lever (B) a Few short
strokes to be sure that the perFuruﬁnns in the
film mesh with the teeth of the Film Winding
Sprocket (T). If they do, close the back cover,
then i+ will be automatically locked.

5. Turn the Film Advance Lever as far as it
will go and release the shutter. Repeat this three
times. Then set the Film Countsr Dial (M) to
rero by turning the Knurled Screw with vyour
finger. The counter will then automatically indi-
cate the number of exposures made.




To Toke Pictures

1. Set the Disphragm Scale (1} to the proper number
a%  indicated by your exposure meter of Exposule guide,
This is done by turning the disphregm ring until the red
dot clicks inte position opposite the proper F stop.

2. Sert the Shutter Speed Dial (C) to the proper
shutter cpeed, agein in accordance with wour  expoiure
mater reading

4. Mowve the Film Advance Lever to yvour right useil
it stops. Thit capn be' done in one long stroke or se-
wveral shart ones. This moves the Film w the next ex-
posure end aleo cocks the shutter. §

4. While sighting through the Viewlinder (51 twurn
the lens hbarrel by means of the Focusing Lever J
until the pink image in the center of the viewHnder is
exactly supsrimposed over tha Full image. (illustration 2)
The letter” R of Depth of Feld 5cale 1K} is the mark
for use of an infrared Film and in such o case just slip
it ta the position of R Ffrom the point &, then the
positizn of distance is rightly Focused.

5. Kesping the camera os steady a5 you can, press
thea :huu&r ra:lﬂi.u |__|5.: Firml:.r but id'l‘rn-.‘.'iﬁt'f o HFD
the shuttar.

CAUTIOM : Do not wind the Film  advence lever wntil
the shutzer has Finished iz operation. This iz particu-
Iu.rf:.l important at glaw shuteer 1plul:|1i1

f. To sac the comera ot & Fixed Focus ponition set
the red dot on the diaphragm ring to number 11" on
the Diaphragm Scale. Then st the comera 50 thet the

number 15" an the Distence Scale s cppoiite  tha
arrow on the Depth of Field Sesle. MNow ewerything
Fram 8 F. vo Takinity. will be in focue. illustration 3

7. AFear Finishing all the shots, rewind the Film in
the Film cartridge.

Push in the Rewind Ralesse Busten (N1,  You will
note that the button remaing in the “puthed in"” posi-
Eion, Ratie  the Rewind Enobh (F) -I|.'|tgh1:|1l,.- wnedl  §
catches (do not pull B cut all the weyl, then wind i
in the arrew marked direction,. When the Film iz de-
tached From the Film winding spocl you mey suddenly
Feal it much lighter. Give twe or thres more turns and
it thauld bs campletely wound o the Film cartridge.

Mowe: Should the Rewind Relesse Button inadverten:-
Iy pop cut while rewinding, meve tha Film Winding
Levar a lictle, then pur.h tha butten in agein snd cons
tinue as bafore.

For Flash Operation

Your Minclta: & & ineernally syachronized For use with
eloctronic Flosh or with flash bulbs st all shutter speeds.
However, the proper setting must First be made.

1. For electronic Flagh use, zet the lever L1 et "X",

Mote : On thic setting, class F (gac Filled) Flash bulbs

can also be used -t the shutter speed of 1 50
sec.or slower,

2. For class M (Fazil Filled) Flash bulks, se: the lever
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Relative Diaphragm Openings to Shutter Speeds

The Disphragm Opening of & Lens controls the volume
of Light thot resches the film in a givan paricd of expoture.
The Lial Markings indicate this volume of Light (sea the
diagram). Each Stop opening indicated on the dial by the
aumbers 4 to 27 reduces the amount of light passing threugh
the lens by 1/2, or conversely, apaning the lens from one mark
to the next from the number 22 eo 4 doubles the amount of
light. The shutter controls the smount of light by the length
of time it remains open i & [ second, 1/2 saccnd, 1/5 sec. etc.
Mow, suppose you have determined by an exposure meter reading
of other means that the correct expsture For vour film under
certain light conditions is 1/50 second et F, and you want to
use o Ffacter shutter speed because your subject iz in motion.
A shutter epeed of 1100 second cut the exposure in  half, so
you must open the lens one step to FEE which will allow twice
as miuch rlﬂhl B pots thrnugh ond the amount of expoture will
be the same & before.

Conversely, if you need to stop down the lens for graster
depth-of-tield (see explanation of Depth-of-Field next), and
you select 16 ac the correct stop opening you have reduced the
amount of light to 1/4, Then you must give the Film an
exposure 4 times a5 long or 1/12 cecond, in this case you select
the nearest shutter speed which s 1/10 second.

Disphragm [ 3.5 B 56 8 T 15 1:|
et (O 3 D O 0 D 0
Ii:h:l 2 ""-} Va'

1.3 I 14 14 Ly 19 154
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Depth-of-Field

The depth-of-fiald of & lans fi the renge of distance
within which all subjscts are in relatively sharp focus
when the lens is set For a given distance. This range
vories with the disphragm opening, being greatest when
the lens ks stopped down and lesst when it it open
full (see diagram). The range slso wvaries with the
distance For which the lens is sst being least at close
distances and grestest st Farther distances up to a
point where 1§ takes in everything bevond an inter-
modiste digtance to infinity, which i& indicated by =
cn the distance scale, L e when the camere is set ot =
and the lens is opened to F54 the depth-of-field i

from 34 Ft to infinise




ACCESSORIES FOR THE MINOLTA A

. . ; : < - ' Minclta "A" Lens Shade - Round Shaped.
Tl'lﬁ fﬂ“QW|ng EKtIUEI"d‘H‘ ACCESSONIas arae ﬂ"l'ﬂlfﬂh!ﬁ FD[ th‘ﬂ Hlﬂﬂ'r“ .lh ﬂﬂd are recom-
mended in order to obtain the very best results with it. A lens shade should be used to prevent unnecessary and

Minolta Filters stray light From entering the lens, which will cause glare spots on
Filters will enable you to take better and more elsborate pictures than is possible the picture, and is Hpq-]:?gl[:,r aceantial in :}rnchfaaﬂuih wiork.

without them. Minolta Self - timer

List of Filters and Their Uses

Can delay the shutter action to allow the camera operator to
Minelta Filear Lise - . : < E < 2
get into the picture. It is designed tor screwing directly into the
Ly Lilera Viclae To cut through haze and correct color Film. shutter release button of the camera.
Y &4 | Vary light yellow Far outdoor subjects and distont views generally. Minclta Auto-up Lens
ERa S ' — Available For taki | objects within a range of 19 to 40
::.' :: Light wellow Te darken |in|'1t tkies so that clouds are sccentuasted. : I'I- M U e JrCEaviLifl o Sy
- kT ' Alwa For  ssascepss, enowicapss snd other  bright T ; A
a5 ] Medium yellow il After attaching it to the camers, you can take & close up
Y s D Chlsk b i and el sy i photograph by simply focusing through the rangefinder in the usual
Ej _:?g:,____m H__pw smoller numbered Filters. wWay.
Light yellowish rad For specisl weffects, Red and li nbmer= i i
Q58 | Madium yellowish red mally beight. ‘while watar looks dull. Callad con- Minolta Junior B. C. Flash
O 55| Dark_yellowish red == trest Filbar, X A small pocket-sized unit which opsrates on the B. C. prin-
R 59| Red lntensify blue so thet distant mountsine sppesr clear. ciple. A 22.5V dry battery and a condanser (capacitor) can dis-
— - —- — e Used For infrared photographe in combinstion with h th 300 flashbulb ithout changing the battery.
R' 80| Dark red infrared Flm, Turne wun inte moonlight effect. Syl Tnfﬁ sl . ” vl 8ing Y
- . N The folding shade consists of 13 Fan-shaped blades. The body of
alor ecotrects panchromakic Him 5o that gresn be- 3 : e .
G 0] Yallowish green comas  lightsr and  brighter. For  Folisge,  grass t!" Flash gun is plastic and the folded reflector in its “m:"r case
otc. fits any pockst or purse.

— 10 — — Ll




Seazon ; Epr'mE

AVERAGE EXPOSURE TABLE
or Autumn, Weaather : Erijﬁt Sun Iris Stop: 8 Film Used: ASA 100

SUBJECT TIME dod 75 Bed Fed |0e2 11—1

Sea Shores, High Mountain 1/75 /100 | /200 | f500 /1000 1/ 1000
Distant Landscape | /75 1 /100 | /200 1/ 800 /1000 11000
Ordinary Landscape /10 /15 1/50 /100 1 /200 1/300
Bright Street Scens 1/10 1/15 | /50 1 /100 1 /200 1 /200
Mear Landscape IS5 1710 1/25 1/580 /100 1100
Partrait, Under Direct Sun 1/5 1/10 1/25 | /50 1/100 1/100
Dark Landscape, Shoaded Portrait | 1/2 1/5 1/10 | /25 /25
Bright lnner Room,

Portrait by Window 2 | | /2 1./5 | /10 1/10

REMARKS :

Left hand figures in the heeding of the time columns dencte morning, while

the right hand ones mean afternoon.

Times of exposure, other than mentioned above, should be briefly sz Follows :
Double the above under bright clouds and in winter. Half the above in
SLUMIMTHEF.

Exposure can alsc be reguleted by changing the lris Diaphragm stops accord-

ing to the following ratio;

"' Seop: A5 4 56 (8) 1 I n
Ratio of lncresse
in Exposure : S 4 2 | /2 1/4 1/8 times

100
125
160
200
250

EMULSION SPEED VALUES

Weston

o0 Un 4

P . .

Din Ratic
? %ﬂ
10
I 25
|2 15
13 14
14 1y
I5 lo.g
& 15
17 24
I8 ¥
19 |
20 115
21 1%
2 2
23 215
24 3
25 4
26 5
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SERIAL NO.ML = 26497
RETURN THIS REGISTRY CERTIFICATE TO

CHIYODA KOGAKU SEIKO K. K.

IMPORTAMNT - T VALIDATE YOUR CAMERA GUARANTEE
FLEASE BE SURE TO FILL IN, CETACH AND MAIL THIS REGISTRY
CERTIFICATE 10 CHIYODA KOGAKU SEIKO K. K. IN THE
ACCOMPANYING SELF-ADDRESSED POST-PAID ENVELCPE.

MINOLTA CAMERA
REGISTRY CERTIFICATE
| HAVE PURCHASED THE MINOLTA CAMERA CESCRIBED
BELOW AND DESIRE TO HAVE IT REGISTERED IN ACCORDANCE

WITH YOUR GUARANTEE CERTIFICATE BEARING THE ABOVE
MUMBER,

e e — ——

e g

NAME - e 3
ADDRESS — ar——
ciy____ STATE
AMATEUR PROFESSIONAL

MINOLTA CAMERA DESCRIPTION
MAME AND MODEL OF CAMERA MINOLTA 'A'

SERIAL HUMBER OF CAMERA . - -

LENS TYPE _ SERIAL N /r;/
PURCHASE INFORMATION

DATE OF PURCHASE _ I

DEALER'SMAME ~

DEALER'S ADDRESS

CITY ________STATE

CHIYODA KOGAKU SEIKO K. K.

MANUFACTLURERS OF FRECISON PHOTOERAPHIC aMD DPFTiCAl EQUIPMENT
Ef5 HANEMATSL MEW YORK 1N,
180 DAOADWAY

NEW YORK, 38, M. Y.

" e O i e P e
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e e =
i e e N h

AN S I Y AN

SERIAL NO. maaj

26437
OLTA CAMERA

THIS MINOLTA CAMHBRA IS GUARANTEED FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR FROM
THE DATE OF PURCHASH BY CHIYODA KOGAKU SEIKO K. K. AGAINST DEFECTS
OF ANY KIND DUE TO RORKMANSHIP OR QUALITY OF MATERIALS USED IN ITS
MANUFACTURE.

THIS GUARANTEE BECOMES VALID ONLY AFTER THE REGISTRY CERTIFICATE
ATTACHED 1S DULY FILLED OUT AND RETURNED WITHIN FIFTEEN DAYS FROM
THE DATE OF PURCHA

WE WILL BE PLEASE[Q TO FURNISH YOU WITH ANY FURTHER INFORMATION YOU
MAY REQUIRE ABOUT YJQUR CAMERA AND, IF EVER NECESSARY, WE WILL PROPERLY
CHECK, ADJUST OR OTHERWISE SERVICE YOUR MINOLTA CAMERA,

CHIYODA KOGAKU SEIKO K. K.

MAMNUFACTURERS OF PRECIEON PHOTOGRAPHIC AND DPTICAL EJLHPMENT

cfo KaMEMATEL HEW YORK. [RC,
i e

180 BROADWAY

-
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As part of our survey, in determin-
ing how you became interested in

MINOLTA CAMERA SERVICE STATIONS the BEST and FASTEST SELLING

camera, please check below.
A) Magazine
MINOLTA CAMERA 150 Brosdway, New York 38, N.Y. Popular Photography
Modern pﬁntogruphy
THE FR CORP. 951 Brook Ave., New York 51, N.Y. U. 5. Camera
Holiday
INTERNATIONAL CAMERA CORP. 846 West Adams Street, Chicage 7, Il Lifa
Newspaper
PACIFIC PHOTO PRODUCTS 3210 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles 6, Calif. 8) Dealer
- |
LINDAHL, S. O., PHOTO SALES INC. 1637 Court Pl., Denver 2, Cold. C) Friend
D) Professional Photographer
HABERSIN CAMERA SHOPS, INC. 6800 Biscayne Boulevard, Maiami, Florida. E) Other
MOVIE SUPPLY OF HAWAII, LTD. 1354 Kapiolani B!vd., Honolulu 10, Hawaii. ;F :_l]her’ please describe in
etail.

Your Oeccupation :
Pﬂ"ﬂff‘ W o Your Age :



